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2026 AMERICAN SOKOL
MERIT AWARD APPLICATION

Application information

	Full name:
	
	
	
	Applic-ation Date:
	
	

	
	
	Last
	First
	M.I.
	
	
	
	

	Address:
	
	
	
	Phone:
	
	

	
	
	Street address
	Apt/Unit #
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Email: 
	
	

	
	
	City
	State
	Zip Code
	
	
	
	




	For School Year Beginning:
	
	
	
	Date of Birth:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	Sokol Unit:
	
	



	Unit President and email:
	
	



	District President and email:
	
	



	Name(s) of Parent/Guardian who is/are members with email address(s):
	
	



	Year Applicant Initiated as an adult member (if applicable):
	
	



	High/Prep School attended with its City/State and Date of your graduation:
	
	



	Name of College, University, or Trade School Attending or Planning to Attend:
	
	



	Field of Study/Major:
	
	




Activities and Participation
Please be specific and provide dates, type of activity, and as much detail as possible.

(a) School/Academic Activities and Honors (max. 10 points) [examples:  Band, Orchestra, Drama, Choir, Team sports, Clubs, Cheerleading/Spirit squad, Honor Society, Honor Roll, Awards (academic, athletic, and other)]

	
	




(b) Sokol Activities and Awards (max. 15 points) [examples:  Presentations on Sokol history and purpose; Attend unit meetings; Building help, (i.e., clean up trash, weed and landscape, take out/put away equipment); Fundraising assistance, (i.e., coat check, clean tables, serve food, childcare, help at booth); Parades and any community event where you promote your Sokol unit at the local level; District and/or National Slet participation as a competitor or spectator; District clinics; National Board of Instructor School; National or District camps; Attend district meetings; Fundraising for District; Convention delegate/observer; Any other event to promote the American Sokol Organization; Gym or dance classes; Clinics; Camps; Slet (specify in what capacity--attendance, participation, volunteer, spectator); Routine Composition (cals, apparatus, special number)]

	
	



(c) Leadership Activities (max. 10 points) [examples:  Offices in school clubs, Offices in non-school organizations, Classes taught (non-Sokol), Special certifications (i.e., CPR, First Aid, AED, Conflict Resolution), Youth ambassador in Sokol (unit and/or district), Sokol committee member (unit, district, national), Sokol classes taught-include level, # of years, and title (helper, assistant instructor, head instructor), Judging history-include # of years and what you judged, Junior Board/Teen Club membership]

	
	




(d) Other Activities (Ethnic, Church, Nonprofit, Community (max. 10 points) [examples:  Ethnic school, Ethnic dance group or choir, Musical/theater/dance/athletic group outside school, Lessons/articles on Czech/Slovak history and traditions, Special Olympics, Habitat for Humanity, Scouts, Civic organizations, Volunteer for anything that is not Sokol]

	
	






Essay (max. 10 points)
On a separate sheet, type an original essay on the subject, “How has your active participation in Sokol shaped your personal growth and aspirations?”  Please double space the essay.  The essay must be between 250 and 650 words.





Letter of Recommendation
Please give the attached page to your Unit Educational Director, Unit Physical Director, Unit Dance Instructor, or Unit President.  The Letter of Recommendation should be sent by them directly to education@americansokol.org to preserve confidentiality.

*Start here

Disclaimer and signature

I certify that my answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.   

Note:  Completed application, essay, and letter of recommendation must be received via email at education@americansokol.org by May 1, 2026.  A confirmation email will be sent upon receipt; please notify us if you do not receive it.





	Signature:
	
	
	
	Date:
	
	






[bookmark: _Hlk186971540]Give this page to your Unit Educational Director, Unit Physical Director, Unit Dance Instructor, or Unit President.
RECOMMENDATION
Confidential

Completed Recommendation should be sent from the Unit Educational Director, Unit Physical Director, Unit Dance Instructor, or Unit President to  education@americansokol.org.  by May 1, 2026.

NOTE:  The Unit Educational Director, Unit Physical Director, Unit Dance Instructor or Unit President, in this recommendation, will ascertain whether or not the applicant is a member in good standing, financial and/or otherwise.  Please include what kind of leadership qualities the applicant possesses.


*Begin typing here:
	
	





	Name (printed)
	
	



	Signature
	
	



	Title and email
	
	



	Date
	
	




☐I have validated the good standing (financial and/or otherwise) of the member contained in this application.


Return completed recommendation via email to education@americansokol.org.  by May 1, 2026.
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